
14 January 2022 

The Hon Stephen Marshall 
Premier of South Australia 
Parliament House 
North Terrace 
Adelaide SA 5000 

Sent via email: premier@sa.gov.au 
CC   ministerforhealth@sa.gov.au 

Dear Premier 

Request for Urgent Meeting to Discuss the Crisis in Health Care 

Collectively, we represent more than 25,000 Nurses, Midwives, Care workers, Ambulance 
Workers and Doctors working across South Australia. The health professionals we represent 
have and are providing care to hundreds of thousands of South Australians in the most difficult 
of circumstances. 

The pressure on the health system is relentless and has caused ramping, overcrowding, 
delayed and missed care. Health professionals have and continue to work short staffed, 
double shifts and under extreme pressure and duress. Ultimately, this results in poorer service 
and poorer health outcomes for the community for whom our member’s care. 

We have warned successive Governments, including yours, about workforce shortages and 
the pressure on the system over many years. Most recently, we raised our concerns about the 
existing pressures and the inability of the system to cope in the present circumstances and 
our concern of our system’s ability to cope with the planned opening of the borders on 23 
November 2021.  

Despite the advice of the Chief Public Health Officer, you and your Government decided to 
open the borders. 

As case numbers escalate, our members are experiencing issues including: 

 Unprecedented Ambulance delays – up to 7 hours for emergency cases.
 Increasingly working short staffed and extended shifts – working up to 18 hours

per day, with no end in sight.
 Lack of Personal Protective Equipment – with staff being asked to wash and reuse.
 Overflowing hazardous waste bins.
 Lack of breaks to remove their Personal Protective Equipment, leading to

dehydration, fatigue and the risk of skin break-down due to the pressure of masks.

We are well aware that we are only weeks into the pandemic in SA and that the peak is still 
predicted to come in several week’s time. 

Fatigue is at an all time high and morale is at an all-time low. Our members are increasingly 
desperate about their ability to care for our community. They are also worried about the mental 
and physical impact on themselves and their colleagues.  



-2-

As Premier, it was you and your Government’s decision to re-open the borders. 

We now seek to meet with you, and the Minister for Health, as a matter of urgency in order to 
discuss what measures you and your Government will undertake in order to provide 
recognition of these problems and what solutions, including resourcing and supports, you will 
provide in order to ensure that our health professionals are able to provide appropriate care 
to the community and that they themselves will be able to survive through these difficult times. 

We stand ready to support our members in every way possible and the community they serve. 

We look forward to your urgent reply as soon as practicable but no later than close of 
business Monday 17 January 2022. 

Yours sincerely 

Adj Associate Professor Elizabeth Dabars AM 

CEO/Secretary 
ANMF (SA Branch) 

Bernadette Mulholland 

SASMOA Chief Industrial Officer 
ASNOF Industrial Officer 
South Australian Salaried Medical Officer 
Association 

Leah Watkins 

AEA Secretary 
Ambulance Employees Association 




